Central Area Fisheries Advisory Committee 13th October, 1982 by unknown
North 
West 
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F2/A21 30th September, 1982
To: Members of the Central Area
Fisheries Advisory Committee:
(Messrs. W. Bailey? R. Barratt? R.A. Challenor?
J.M. Croft? J.H. Fell? R. Harper? A.L. Harris?
R.D. Houghton? J. Johnson; G. Jones; J.P. Lord;
H.B. Whittam; G. Wilson; Dr. R.B. Broughton?
Professor W.E. Kershaw; and the Chairman of the 
Authority (G. Mann); the Vice Chairman of the 
Authority (A. Richardson); and the Chairman of 
the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(T.A.F. Barnes) (ex officio)).
Dear Member,
Please attend a meeting of the CENTRAL AREA FISHERIES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE to be held at 2.30 p.m. on WEDNESDAY, 13TH OCTOBER,
1982, at the SOUTH CUMBRIA AREA OFFICE of the RIVERS DIVISION, 
BEATHWAITE, LEVENS, KENDAL"for consideration of the following 
business.
Yours faithfully,
W. H. CRACKLE, 
Secretary and Solicitor.
A G E N D A
1. Appointment of Chairman.
2. Apologies for absence.
3. Minutes of the last meeting held on 31st March, 1982, (previously 
circulated and approved by the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee on 26th April, 1982. Enclosed herewith, are the 
Minutes of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee for 26th 
April and 30th June, 1982).
4. Income from sale of Rod and Line Licences 1981.
5. Rod and Line Fishing Licences Format.
6. Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975, Temporary Fishery 
Byelaws for the River Lune.
7. Proposed Pike Ranching Scheme on Esthwaite water.
8. Fishing Offences and Prosecutions 1981/82.
9. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries activities.
10. Any other business.
F1/A8
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
26TH APRIL 1982
Present: T. A. F. Barnes, Esq. (Chairman)
J. S. Bailey, Esq. J. E. Gouldbourn, Esq.
w. S. Bell, Esq. R. D. Houghton, Esq.
A. G. R. Brown, Esq. J. Johnson, Esq.
F. Bunting, Esq. I. Jones, Esq.
H. Caunce, Esq. G. E. Lowe, Esq.
J. M. Croft, Esq. A. Richardson, Esq.
E. P. Ecroyd, Esq. Major J. G. W. Skipwith
J. H. Fell, Esq. G. Wilson, Esq.
41. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from 
Mr. T. M. Farrer, Mr. G. Mann, Mr. Wm. McKenna and Mr. J. E. Redhead.
42. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held 
on 1st February 1982, be approved as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.
43. MINUTES OF AREA ADVISORY COMMITTEES
(A) Northern Area
The Chairman of the Northern Area Advisory Committee submitted 
the minutes of the meeting held on 29th March 1982.
In relation to minute no. 21(1) (Membership of the Committee) 
the Chairman of the Northern Area Committee reported that he 
expected to be able to submit the name of Millom Anglers' nominee 
to serve on the Northern Area Committee to the July meeting.
In relation to minute no. 25 (Report by the Area Fisheries 
Officer on Fisheries Activities) it was reported that a paper on 
the appointment of bailiffs would be submitted to the July 
meeting.
RESOLVED:
(1) That with the exception of minute nos. 23 and 27, 
the minutes be approved.
(2) That the recommendation in minute no. 23 (Fishery 
Improvement Grant and Fishery Equipment Loan Schemes) and 
the resolution in minute no. 27 (Rod and Line fishing 
Licences Format) be considered under the appropriate agenda 
items.
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(B) Central Area
The Chairman of the Central Area Advisory Committee submitted 
the minutes of the meeting held on 31st March 1982.
RESOLVED:
(1) That with the addition of the name of Mr. G. Wilson 
to the list of those members present at the meeting held on 
31st March 1982 and with the exception of minute no's.20, 
and 25, the minutes be approved.
(2) That the recommendations in minute no's. 20 (Fishery 
Improvement Grant and Fishery Equipment Loan Schemes) and 25 
(Rod and Line Fishing Licences Format) be considered under 
the appropriate agenda items.
(C) Southern Area
The Chairman of the Southern Area Advisory Committee submitted 
the minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 1982.
RESOLVED:
(1) That with the exception of minute no's. 18 and 19 the 
minutes be approved.
(2) That the recommendations in minute no's. 18 (Fishery 
Improvement Grant and Fishery Equipment Loan Schemes) and 19 
(Rod and Line Fishing Licences Format) be considered under 
the appropriate agenda items.
44. FISHERY IMPROVEMENT GRANT AND FISHERY EQUIPMENT LOAN SCHEMES
Further to minute no. 37 of the last meeting, a paper concerning 
the introduction in 1983 of fishery improvement grant and fishery 
equipment loan schemes for the benefit of coarse fishing interests 
(attached to these minutes as Appendix 1) had been submitted to the 
March/April meetings of the Area Committees. A small surcharge was to 
be made on the freshwater fish and eel licences to ,finance two 
schemes which, once established, would provide miscellaneous fishery 
equipment to be lent to clubs and grant aid towards approved club 
projects.
The Committee considered the recommendations of the three Area 
Committees on this matter and in turn
RECOMMENDED:
That subject to the following amendments, the schemes set out 
in the report be adopted:
(1) That the words "for not less than 7 years ahead" in line
7 of clause (vii) be deleted, and that the effectiveness or 
otherwise of this deletion be monitored over a 12 month period
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at the conclusion of which the situation be reviewed by the 
Committee.
(2) That a warning be inserted on the equipment issue note that 
persons borrowing equipment be advised to take out their own 
insurance against loss or damage of equipment lent by the 
Authority to them under the fishery equipment loan scheme.
45. ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCES FORMAT
A report on the possible introduction of a new rod and line fishing 
licence format for 1983 was considered. It had already been submitted 
to the March/April meetings of the three Area Advisory Committees.
RESOLVED:
That the observations and recommendations of the Area Advisory 
Committees be noted, and based thereon a paper setting out firm 
proposals for a new format for 1983 be submitted to the July 
meeting.
46. PROPOSED NEW FISHERY BYELAWS - OBJECTIONS
The Committee considered a report (Appendix 2) which outlined 
objections received to the Authority's proposed new fishery byelaws. 
The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food had requested the 
Authority to negotiate with objectors.
RESOLVED: '
That the officers negotiate with objectors on the following 
basis:-
A. Proposed Byelaw No.3 - Annual close season for migratory 
trout (rod and line)
That the officers' recommendation be approved.
B. Proposed Byelaw No.5 - Annual close season for rainbow 
trout
That the officers' recommendation be approved.
C. Proposed Byelaw No.6 - Annual close season for char 
That the officers' recommendation be approved.
D. Proposed Byelaw No.7 - Annual close season for freshwater 
fish
That the officers' recommendation be approved.
E . proposed Byelaw No.9 - Limitation on netting
That the officers' recommendations in respect of sub- 
paragraphs (c) and (h) be approved.
-4-
F. Proposed Byelaw No.17 - Prohibition of taking undersized 
f i sh
That the officers' recommendations be approved.
F (1) Proposed Byelaw No.19 - Fishing near weirs
That the officers' recommendation be approved.
G. Proposed Byelaw No.20 - Limitation on the use of gaff
That the officers' recommendation be not approved and 
that the proposed Byelaw No. 20 be deleted from the draft 
submitted to MAFF for confirmation.
H. Proposed Byelaw No.22 - Size of hooks and weight of lures
That the proposed byelaw be amended by the addition of the 
following words after the word "gape" in 22(1)
"provided that this byelaw shall not apply to a person 
fishing with an artificial fly not exceeding 15g in weight".
I. Proposed Byelaw No.23 - Return of foul - hooked fish 
That the officers' recommendation be approved.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Chairman of the Committee and the Chairmen of the Local 
Advisory Committees be authorised to agree alterations to the 
proposed Byelaws as presently drafted arising out of negotiations 
with objectors and that any agreed alterations be- submitted 
directly to the Water Management Committee for approval for 
submission to the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food.
47. ATLANTIC SALMON TRUST - ECONOMIC EVALUATION OF SALMON FISHING
It was reported that the Trust had invited the Authority to partici­
pate in the first national economic survey of salmon fishing by 
circulating questionnaires to salmon anglers. It was estimated that 
the cost of this survey within the Authority's area would be about 
£7,000.
The information likely to be obtained from the survey could be of 
considerable value in international negotiations concerning salmon 
netting at sea.
RECOMMENDED;
That it be agreed in principle that the Authority participate 
in the proposed national economic survey of salmon fishing but 
that the Fishery Advisory Committee of the National Water Council 
be asked to consider the matter with a view to an agreement being 
reached by the ten Regional Water Authorities on the costing of 
the operation.
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48. STOCKING THE AUTHORITY'S DIRECTLY-MANAGED TROUT FISHERIES - 
WHIRLING DISEASE
Consideration was given to a report concerning the implications of 
the outbreak of the notifiable disease Myxosoma cerebralis, commonly 
known as "Whirling disease", and the stocking of the Authority's 
directly managed reservoir trout fisheries. The Authority had been 
notified that the trout farm which supplied some stock for the 
Authority's fisheries in South Lancashire and Cheshire had been placed 
under an Infected Area Order, made under the Diseases of Fish Act 
1937. The Order had the effect of restricting the movement of fish 
without the prior written approval of MAFF.
The only alternative sources of supply open to the Authority were 
in Scotland where prices were significantly higher, and there were 
transport difficulties.
Although carried by adult fish, the disease only affected trout 
fry and the MAFF fish disease laboratory was of the opinion that the 
risk of spreading infection from reservoir fisheries would be 
insignificant where the outflow from a reservoir was to a river which 
was already polluted and unable to support fish, or which rapidly 
deteriorated to this state.
After full and careful consideration of the implications the Committee 
RECOMMENDED:
That subject to the prior agreement of MAFF and subject to the 
stocking situation becoming critical, adult trout (from an 
infected source of "Whirling Disease") be introduced into those 
of the Authority's directly managed reservoir trout fisheries 
with the exception of the Longdendale reservoirs, the outflows 
from which ultimately join the River Mersey; and that further, 
any applications which are received by the Authority for the 
introduction of trout from an infected source to other stillwater 
fisheries under private ownership, in circumstances comparable 
with those of the Authority's own fisheries, be favourably 
considered, subject to Ministerial consent.
49. PROCEDURE FOR APPOINTMENT OF FISHING LICENCE DISTRIBUTORS
Further to minute no. 40 of the last meeting, consideration was given 
to a report on the procedure adopted by the Authority in appointing 
agents for the sale of rod and line fishing licences.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
50. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
Further to minute no.38 of the last meeting, it was reported that 
on 15th March, 1982, the Authority had approved the recommendation 
that the freeze on the fisheries revenue budget should be rescinded.
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51. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS, 1982-83
A proposed calendar of meetings for this and the Area Advisory 
Committees for 1982-83, was submitted; dates for meetings of this 
Committee being noted as follows:
Monday 5th July, 1982 
Monday 8th November, 1982 
Monday 31st January, 1983 
* Monday 25th April, 1983
The dates were an integral part of the calendar of meetings for 
the Authority, Committees and Sub-Committees, which had been approved 
by the Policy and Resources Committee on 1st March, 1982, and would be 
submitted to the Authority for consideration in accordance with Rule 
1(3) of the Rules of the Authority at the Annual Meeting to be held on 
14th June, 1982.
52. RIVINGTON RESERVOIR - SPORTS SPECTACULAR FOR THE DISABLED
A sports spectacular for disabled persons was planned at Rivington on 
4th September 1982. It was hoped that one of the attractions would be 
a demonstration of fly casting. The Regional Fisheries Officer sought 
the help of members in obtaining the aid of an expert fly-caster of 
tournament standard to present the demonstration and members were 
asked to contact him if they knew of anyone who might be willing to 
undertake this task.
53. POLLUTION AT BURSCOUGH
The Regional Fisheries Officer undertook to investigate alleged 
pollution of a pond in Platts’ Lane, Burscough and to advise Mr. 
Johnson of his findings.
Appendix 1
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NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
26TH APRIL, 1982 
FISHERY IMPROVEMENT GRANT AND FISHERY EQUIPMENT LOAN SCHEMES
1. The following report was submitted to the three area committees at 
their March/April round of meetings. The recommendations of those 
committees are contained in their respective minutes, but for the 
convenience of members a summary of these recommendations is given 
below:
A. Recommendation of Northern Area Committee 
(Minute No.23 of 29/3/82)
"That the conditions relating to the fishery improvement grant 
and fishery equipment loan schemes as detailed in the report be 
approved and adopted."
B . Recommendation of Central Area Committee 
(Minute No.20 of 31/3/82)
"That subject to the deletion of the words "for not less than
7 years ahead" in line 7 of clause (vii) of the conditions 
applicable in relation to the fishery improvement grant scheme 
and the substitution of the words "to the satisfaction of the 
Regional Fisheries Officer” for those words, that the conditions 
relating to the fishery improvement grant and fishery equipment 
loan schemes as detailed in the report be approved and adopted."
C. Recommendation of Southern Area Committee 
(Minuted No.18 of 7/4/82)
"That subject to the insertion of a warning on the Equipment 
Issue Note that persons borrowing equipment were advised to take 
out their own insurance against loss or damage of equipment 
loaned by the Authority to them under the fishery equipment loan 
scheme, that the conditions relating to the fishery improvement 
grant and fishery equipment loan schemes as detailed in the 
report be approved and adopted."
2. The Committee is now requested to make its own recommendations on this 
matter.
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NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
26TH APRIL 1982.
FISHERY IMPROVEMENT GRANT AND FISHERY LOAN SCHEMES
1. In parallel with the introduction of a new rod licence structure in
1983, a small surcharge is to be made on the freshwater fish and eels 
licence. The amount involved will be 20p on the full, and 10p on the 
concessionary, season licences. The 7 day and ’block' (match fishing) 
licences will not carry any surcharge. The additional revenue will be 
used to finance two special schemes. One will deal with the provision 
of grant-aid, in approved cases, to club projects likely to benefit 
coarse fisheries. The other scheme will involve the setting up of a 
pool of miscellaneous fishery equipment which will be available on 
loan to clubs proposing to use it for the benefit of coarse fisheries. 
The surcharge on freshwater fish licences is expected to yield some 
£10,000 per annum and the division of this sum between two schemes 
will be flexible and varied according to demand.
2. In order to protect both the Authority and participants certain 
conditions will be required in administration of the schemes. The 
following conditions shall apply in relation to the fishery 
improvement grant scheme:-
(i) The scheme will be administered by the Regional Fisheries 
Officer, in collaboration with the Finance Officer, Rivers 
Division.
(ii) Applications for grant-aid will be accepted only from clubs 
and associations within the region in respect of any waters in 
the region.
(iii) Grant-aid will be given only for projects which are aimed at 
benefiting coarse fisheries. Preference will be given to 
small localised projects on waters greater than those of 1 
hectare in area, the latter being waters for which no rod 
licence is required. However, at the RFO's discretion, and 
subject to availability of funds, limited expenditure on 
worthwhile schemes on waters under 1 hectare could be approved.
(iv) Grant will not be payable for purchases of fish for stocking.
(v) The rate of grant may vary, at the discretion of the Authority, 
having regard to the worthwhileness of the project. In no case 
shall grant-aid exceed 50% of the authorised or incurred 
expenditure whichever is less.
(vi) Applicants for grant-aid will be required to complete an 
application form, available from the Regional Fisheries 
Officer, giving details of their project and of relevant 
associated matters. Grant-aid will not be payable for projects 
started without approval. Upon receipt of approval of scheme 
proposals, work shall commence within two months and be
-2-
completed with in fifteen months thereafter. Failure to meet 
these requirements may result in all or part of the grant being 
withheld. There shall be no limit to the number and timing of 
projects submitted for approval, but no club or association 
would normally be permitted to have more than one approved 
project underway at any one time.
(vii) Projects will need to satisfy the Regional Fisheries Officer 
and, if engineering works are involved, the Operations Manager, 
Rivers Division, that they are practicable, worthwhile and 
eligible for grant under these general conditions. Where the 
applicant does not own the fishing rights or the land involved, 
confirmation would normally be required of security of tenure 
for not less than 7 years ahead, and of the fishery/landowner's 
agreement to the work proposed. Should waters for which 
grant-aid is given be sold or transferred to other interests 
within a period of two years of completion of the project then 
the Authority may require reimbursement of all or part of the 
grant-aid.
(viii) Applicant clubs which do not already do so would be required 
to make available on completion of an Authority grant-aided 
project a number of day tickets (to be agreed with the 
Authority) for the benefit of the public on any fishing water 
involved in the project. Alternatively, a club with 
unrestricted membership and where there is no waiting list for 
entry may be deemed by the Authority to meet this requirement.
(ix) Payment of grant will be made by the Authority only on its 
being satisfied that the project has been completed properly in 
accordance with the approval and on production, by the club or 
association concerned, of receipted invoices for all work on 
the project. No payment will be made in respect of club labour 
or personal expenses by club members.
3. The following conditions shall apply in relation to the Fishery
Equipment Loan Scheme:-
(i) The Scheme will be administered for the whole region by the 
Area Fisheries Officer (South) at Bancroft House, Liverpool 
Road, Great Sankey, Warrington (Tel: Penketh 4161, ext. 3428) 
to whom all applications for loan of equipment should be 
addressed. The AFO (South) will also be responsible for 
ensuring that any necessary consents (e.g. for the use of nets 
or electric fishing gear) are issued to the borrower, and will 
liaise on this point with AFO(N), where equipment is to be used 
in his area.
(ii) A list of equipment available in the pool will be available on 
request from the Area Fisheries Officer (South).
(iii) Loan of equipment will be restricted to clubs intending to 
use it for the benefit of coarse fisheries. No charge will be 
made for loan of equipment unless transportation to/from site 
is required, or the equipment is returned in a damaged
-3-
condition and requires repair. Equipment will not be loaned 
for use on enclosed waters of less than 1 hectare in area, 
(these being waters for which no rod licence is required), 
except in circumstances specially authorised by the Regional 
Fisheries Officer.
(iv) Electric fishing gear and chain-saws may not be used unless a 
member of the Fisheries Department, experienced in their use, 
is present and all proper safety precautions are observed.
(v) Equipment will not normally be loaned out for a period of 
more than two weeks. This period may, however, be extended 
with the approval of the Area Fisheries Officer when in his 
opinion valid reasons exist.
(vi) During the continuance of the loan period the borrower shall:-
(a) Ensure that when in use the equipment is operated in a 
skilful and proper manner and by persons who are competent 
to operate it.
(b) Keep the equipment in good repair and condition (fair wear 
and tear excepted) and will permit any officer of the 
Fisheries Department, at all reasonable times, to enter 
any premises in which the equipment is kept, for the 
purpose of examination.
(c) Make arrangements for the safe keeping of the equipment 
either at the address of the borrower or at some secure 
place near the site at which the work is being carried 
out.
(d) Not sell, let, loan, or otherwise dispose of, or part 
with, the equipment.
(e) Notify the Area Fisheries officer immediately of any 
damage to, or breakdown or loss of any of the equipment 
and seek advice on the necessary action to be taken.
(f) Pay to the Authority the cost of replacing, missing, 
damaged or broken equipment or parts thereof. -
(g) Pay to the Authority all expenses (including legal costs 
on a full indemnity basis) incurred by the Authority or on 
its behalf in ascertaining the whereabouts of, or 
repossessing, the equipment, and of•any legal proceedings 
taken by or no behalf of the Authority to enforce these 
conditions.
(vii) The Authority accepts no responsibility of any kind for any 
defects in any equipment and does not warrant that it is 
suitable for the particular purposes for which it is or may be 
required. All conditions, warranties and representations, 
whether express or implied in favour of the borrower are hereby 
excluded.
(viii) No liability whatsoever shall attach to the Authority either 
in contract or in tort for loss injury or damage (not being 
loss, injury or damage arising from the Authority's negligence) 
sustained by reason of any defect in the equipment whether such 
defect be latent or apparent on examination, or by reason of 
the use of the equipment by the borrower whether such use be 
authorised or not by these conditions or any other term of 
borrowing the equipment, and the Authority shall not be liable 
to indemnify the borrower in respect of any claim made against 
the borrower by a third party for any loss, injury or damage 
(except as aforesaid).
(ix) In these conditions "the equipment" includes all replacements 
and renewals thereof and all accessories and additions thereto 
whether made before or after the time and date of the issue of 
the equipment to the borrower.
(x) No relaxation forbearance or indulgence by the Authority in 
enforcing any of these conditions or any other term of 
borrowing the equipment nor the granting of time by the 
Authority to the borrower shall prejudice or affect the rights 
and powers of the Authority hereunder nor shall any waiver of 
any breach operate as a waiver for any subsequent or continuing 
breach.
The conditions above will be set out on the Equipment Issue Note. 
The provisions in (vi), (g) and (vii) to (x) are specifically for the 
protection of the Authority in respect of legal liabilities which 
might arise.
Appendix 2
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
26TH APRIL, 1982.
PROPOSED NEW FISHERY BYELAWS - OBJECTIONS
F2/B6
1. Following the Authority advertising its application to the Minister of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food for confirmation of the proposed new 
Byelaw Code, the Minister has received 25 objections, mostly from 
Angling Associations, but with a few from private individuals.
2. As always the Ministry have requested the Authority to negotiate 
with the objectors to see how far it is possible to meet their 
objections, before the Ministry decide whether or not an inquiry 
should be held.
3. The purpose of this report is therefore to outline the objections 
received, advise the Committee where it is felt objections could be 
met and to seek authority for the officers to negotiate with the 
objectors in such cases, on the lines of the recommendations in this 
r epor t.
A . Proposed Byelaw No. 3 - Annual close season for migratory trout
(rod and line)
"The annual close season for fishing for migratory trout with rod 
and line shall be the period from and including the 1st day of 
October to and including the 15th day of April following."
Objectors
Blackburn and District AA 
Cockermouth AA 
Mr. I. B. Dearing 
Egremont and District AA 
Millom and District AA 
S. & W. Cumberland FA 
Staveley and District AA 
Ulverston Anglers 
Mr. J. Urmston
Present Byelaw
The present byelaw lays down an annual close season from and 
including 16th October to and including 30th April following 
except in the Rivers Annas, Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and 
Ehen (hereinafter referred to as the West Cumbrian Rivers) where 
the annual close season is the period from and including the 1st 
November to and including 30th April following.
Objections
To bringing forward the start of the annual close season by
31 days for the West Cumbrian Rivers, .and by 15 days for the
other rivers in the area.
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Recommendation
Whilst the Officers cannot recommend the continuation of the 
present exemption for the West Cumbrian Rivers, they could 
recommend a compromise of an annual close season for the whole 
area from and including 16th October to and including 15th 
April.
B. Proposed Byelaw No. 5 - Annual close season for rainbow trout
"The annual close season for fishing for rainbow trout with 
rod and line shall be the period from and including the 1st day 
of October to and including the 14th day of March following 
except that in all lakes, reservoirs and enclosed waters there 
shall be no close season for rainbow trout."
Objector
British Waterways Board 
Objection
"Enclosed waters" should be defined.
Recommendation
For the avoidance of doubt it is suggested that "enclosed 
waters" should be defined as " waters from which or into which 
fish cannot normally swim to or from other waters."
C . Proposed Byelaw No. 6 - Annual close season for char 
(rod and line)
"The annual close season for fishing for char with rod and line 
shall be the period from and including the 1st day of October to 
and including the 14th day of March following except in the 
following waters where the annual close season shall be as 
stated:
(i) In Coniston Water, the period from and including the 1st 
day of February to and including the 30th day of April 
following.
(ii) In Lake Windermere, the period from and including the 1st 
day of October to and including the 30th day of April 
following. PROVIDED that it shall be lawful from and 
including the 15th day of March to fish for char with 
artificial lures from a moving boat."
Objectors
Coniston and Torver District AA 
Furness and S.Cumbria FA 
Windermere, Ambleside and District AA
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Present Byelaw
Present annual close season for non-migratory trout and char 
is from 1st October to 14th March throughout the region. 
This does not adequately protect the spring spawning stock which 
is the only stock in Coniston and which co-exists with an autumn- 
spawning stock in Windermere. The saving clause will enable 
autumn-spawning char in the deeper waters of Windermere to 
continue to be fished as at present.
Objection
Annual close season on Coniston should start earlier to protect 
stocks from very heavy exploitation.
Recommendation
The annual close season on Coniston should be from and including 
1st October to and including 30th April following.
D. Proposed Byelaw No. 7 - Annual close season for freshwater 
fish
"The annual close season for fishing for freshwater fish shall be 
the statutory period that is the period from and including the 
15th day of March to and including the 15th day of June 
following."
Objector
The National Anguilla Club 
Objection
The proposed byelaw does not provide that fishing for eels 
during the annual close season for freshwater fish shall be 
lawful, as does the present byelaw.
Recommendation
Eel fishing should not be permitted during the annual close 
season for freshwater fish and therefore the proposed byelaw 
should stand. The pretext of eel fishing is widely used to cover 
fishing for FWF during the close season. As eels can occur, 
probably, in all waters, this is a claim which cannot be refuted, 
even if tackle and bait likely to take FWF also is being used, 
and prosecution is thus pointless.
E. Byelaw No. 9 - Limitation of Netting
The proposed byelaw allows the use of certain specified nets 
in certain specified parts of the Authority's area including
Sub-paragraph (c) - The Cumbrian Coastal Waters excluding 
protected areas off the mouths of the Rivers Ellen, Derwent, 
Ehen/Calder and Irt/Esk - drift hang or whammel nets.
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Sub-paragraph (h) - In the River Wyre Estuary - heave or haaf 
nets after the 30th June 1982.
Objectors to sub-paragraph (c)
Messrs. D. and W. Campbell 
W. Carruthers and A. Sewell
Maryport Fishermans Club - petition with 93 signatures 
Objection to sub-paragraph (c)
Messrs. Campbell, Carruthers and Sewell object to the exclusion 
of the protected areas off the Rivers Derwent and Ellen. The 
Fishermans' Club fear that this might be extended to cover 
trammell and gill nets to catch cod and ray.
Recommendations concerning sub-paragraph- (c)
The proposed byelaw must stand. As members will remember this 
was included specifically to plug the gap in the present byelaws 
which permits draw, draft or seine nets off the Ellen and Derwent 
estuaries. A "protected area" should be just that, with no legal 
netting for salmon and sea trout permitted. As for the Club's 
fears, these are completely unfounded as this Authority has no 
powers over sea fishing.
Objectors to sub-paragraph (h)
Garstang and District AA 
Lune and Wyre FA 
Wyresdale Anglers
Objection to sub-paragraph (h)
The present prohibition on the use of heave or haaf nets in the 
R. Wyre estuary should be extended until 6.12.89, when the 
present Net Limitation Order restricting the number of heave and 
haaf nets to four expires.
Recommendation concerning sub-paragraph (h)
In the present byelaws heave or haaf nets (limited by Order 
renewed in 1979 to 4) will be allowed in the Wyre estuary after 
the 30th June 1982. This date was continued in the proposed new 
code, but if the Committee wish to continue the present ban on 
netting in the Wyre estuary after the 30th June 1982, they are 
recommended to agree to the objection. Runs of migratory fish 
into the R. Wyre are small and unlikely to be able to support any 
netting exploration while still allowing a spawning stock to 
survive.
F. Proposed Byelaw No. 17 - Prohibition of taking of 
undersized fish
The proposed byelaw limits size of migratory trout, brown trout
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and char and several other species of freshwater fish. This 
byelaw however would not apply to any person who:-
"(i) ...
(n ) •..
(iii) Takes any undersized fish other than salmon or trout 
and uses them as bait on the same day as he took them, 
provided that at any one time he does not have in his 
possession more than 10 such fish alive or dead."
Objector
Hyndburn and Blackburn AA 
Objection
Wants (iii) above to read:-
"Takes any undersized fish other than salmon or migratory trout 
on rod and line and uses them as bait on the same day and on 
the same water from which he took them provided that at any one 
time he does not have on his possession more than ten such fish 
alive or dead.
Recommendation
The addition of the "migratory" before "trout" is unnecessary 
as "trout" includes "migratory trout". The addition of the words 
"on rod and line" are also unnecessary as the fish could not 
lawfully be taken by any other means. The addition of the 
words "on the same water from which he took them" could however 
have merit in helping to prevent illegal transfer of fish from 
one water to another, and is recommended.
F(l) Proposed Byelaw No. 19 - Fishing near weirs
The proposed byelaw prohibits fishing within 20 metres above 
and 50 metres below any manmade impoundments without the consent 
of the Authority, between 30th September and the start of the 
salmon close season, in the Ribble catchment upstream of the Naze 
at Freckleton (excluding the Rivers Darwen and Douglas) and 
rivers and streams north of the Ribble Catchment."
Objectors
Hyndburn and Blackburn AA 
Mr. I. B. Dearing
Objections
Mr. Dearing wants restriction to apply throughout the area 
and to extend to natural obstructions e.g. waterfalls. Hyndburn 
agree with the byelaw but object to the inclusion of the River 
Calder which they say should be excluded as are the Rivers Darwen 
and Douglas.
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Recommendation
-  - — .................— —  ■ -  —
Agree to exclusion of the River Calder as well as the Rivers 
Darwen and Douglas. Extension to internal waterfalls would 
involve the almost insuperable problem of defining a "natural 
waterfall", though the basis of the proposal is eminently 
sensible.
G. Byelaw No. 20 - Limitation on the use of Gaff
"It shall be lawful to use a gaff in connection with fishing 
with rod and line for salmon and migratory trout during the 
period from and including the 1st day of May in any year to and 
including the 31st day of August following."
Objectors
Hyndburn and Blackburn AA 
Mr. I. B. Dearing 
Ribblesdale AA
Objections
Hyndburn don't want use of gaff made lawful at all. Ribblesdale 
AA and Mr. Dearing support the use of gaffs and want permitted 
period extending to at least 30th September as in the present 
byelaws.
Recommendation
Proposed byelaw should stand as drafted, although RFO could 
accept period extending to 30/9.
H. Proposed Byelaw No. 22 - Size of Hooks and Weight of Lures
"No person shall use in fishing with rod and line for salmon 
or trout after the 31st day of August in any year:
(i) double, treble or multiple hooks any of which exceed 8mm 
in width of gape.
(ii) any lure or weight which (together or singly) exceed 30g in 
weight.
The provisions of part (ii) of this byelaw shall not apply to 
persons fishing for char in lakes Windermere and Coniston."
Objectors
Blackburn and District FA
Border Esk and Liddle CA
Cockermouth AA
Kent (Westmorland) AA
Mr. N. MacKenzie
Mr. A. Sanderson
S. & W. Cumberland FA
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Objections
Apart from Kent (Westmorland) AA who want the word "single" 
adding before the word "double" in 22 (i) the remainder of the 
objections are against the maximum width of gape of 8 mm. The 
point is made that many types of tackle bought today have gapes 
in excess of 8mm. This, however, does not prevent an angler from 
changing the illegal treble for a legal one, and liaison with the 
Tackle Manufacturers Association could overcome the sales problem.
Recomme nd a t i on
Neither objections can be recommended and the proposed byelaw 
should stand as drafted.
I. Proposed Byelaw No. 23 - Return of Foul Hooked Fish
"All salmon and migratory trout hooked otherwise than in the 
mouth shall be returned to the water as soon as practicably 
possible and with as little injury as possible."
Objectors
Border Esk and Liddle CA 
Mr. I. B. Dearing
Objections
Border Esk and Liddle want present byelaw retained viz:-
"All salmon and migratory trout hooked in any part of the 
body behind the posterior edge of the gill cover shall be 
returned to the water as soon as practicably possible and with as 
little injury as possible."
Mr. Dearing does not like the restriction and thinks the 
Authority should control foul hooking by using the provisions of 
the Act e.g. Section 1.
Recommendation
Proposed byelaw should stand as drafted.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
30TH JUNE, 1982
Present; T. A. F. Barnes, Esq. G. Campbell, Esq.
W. S. Bell, Esq. E. P. Ecroyd, Esq.
A.G.R. Brown, Esq. J. H. Fell, Esq.
F. Bunting, Esq. G. E. Lowe, Esq.
G. Wilson, Esq.
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
That Mr. T.A.F. Barnes be appointed Chairman of this Committee 
for the ensuing Authority Year.
(T. A. F. BARNES, ESQ. IN THE CHAIR)
2. NEW MEMBER
The Chairman welcomed Mr. G. Campbell, a Member of the Authority 
nominated by Cheshire District Councils, to his first meeting of the 
Committee.
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr. J.M. 
Croft, Mr. J.E. Gouldbourn, Mr. R.D. Houghton, Mr. J. Johnson, Mr. I. 
Jones, Mr. G. Mann, Mr. Wm. McKenna, Mr. J.E. Redhead and Major J.G.W. 
Skipwith.
4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 
26th April 1982, be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
5. APPOINTMENT OF REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 1982-83
On 14th June 1982, the Authority appointed those Members named in 
Appendix 1 hereto to the Committee for 1982-83.
It was noted that Mr. G. Campbell had been appointed to the Committee 
to fill the vacancy caused by the retirement of Mr. A. Jones from the 
Authority.
6. MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT OF AREA FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
1982-83
Consideration was given to the membership of the three Area Fisheries 
Advisory Committees for the year 1982-83. It was proposed that the
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existing area committees should continue with their current member­
ship and that Mr. R.B. Woodall of Lane End, Waberthwaite, Bootle 
Station, Cumbria, the nominee of Millom Anglers Association, be 
appointed to fill the vacancy on the Northern Area Committee which had 
arisen through the resignation of Mr. P.F. Murray.
RESOLVED:
That the appointment of Mr. R.B. Woodall to the Northern Area 
Fisheries Advisory Committee be approved and that in addition 
to this appointment, the other members named in Appendix 2 
hereto be appointed to the respective Area Advisory Committees 
for the ensuing Authority year.
7. APPOINTMENT OF FISHERY REPRESENTATIVES TO LOCAL LAND DRAINAGE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEES
The constitution of the Land Drainage Advisory Committees provides for 
one member to represent fisheries interests on each of the Lancashire 
and Mersey and Weaver Committees and two members on the Cumberland 
Committee.
RESOLVED:
That the existing members, Mr. F. Bunting and Mr. E.P. Ecroyd, 
be reappointed to serve on the Cumberland Committee; Mr. J.H. 
Fell on the Lancashire Committee and Mr. J.S. Bailey on the 
Mersey and Weaver Committee.
8. ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCES FORMAT
Further to minute no.45 of the last meeting, the Committee considered 
a report, prepared in accordance with observations and recommendations 
of the three Area Committees at their April meetings, which detailed 
firm proposals for a new rod and line fishing licence format entailing 
a change to a universal licence card and adhesive duty stamp. Draft 
lay-outs of the proposed format were supplied to and considered by 
members.
It was proposed that the licence card would incorporate - a tear-off 
portion to be endorsed by the distributor at the time of issue. This 
tear-off portion, to which a numbered section of the (appropriate) 
duty stamp would be affixed, could then be retained by the angler as 
security against loss of the licence. Advice to this effect, together 
with a statement that the counterfoil would NOT be accepted as a 
substitute licence while fishing, would be clearly printed on both the
1 licence card and the tear-off section. It was felt that these 
arrangements would be simple to operate at the time of sales and would 
result in a significant reduction in costs to the Authority.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:
That with the proviso that as an anti-fraud measure the colour 
of the duty stamps be changed each year, the licence card
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and adhesive stamp rod and line fishing licence format, as 
set out in the report, be adopted by the Authority to come into 
operation on and after 1st January, 1983.
9. APPLICATION FOR LEASE OF PART OF HALTON FISHERY RIVER LUNE
The Committee considered a report detailing the implications of a 
request by a private individual to lease from the Authority that part 
of the Halton Fishery on the right bank of the River Lune from 
"The Hermitage", downstream for a distance of approximately 600 yards, 
to the Authority's fishery boundary at Halton Green Bank.
Although in 1981 the Authority had leased part of the Skerton Fishery 
to Lonsdale AC, the position at Skerton differed considerably from 
that at Halton for at Skerton, use of the fishery during the week had 
declined over several years and the decrease in revenue to the 
Authority from this source had been more than compensated for by the 
rental agreed with Lonsdale AC. At Halton, once migratory fish were 
in the river there was a keen demand for the limited number of daily 
permits for salmon and sea trout and in addition brown trout permits 
were popular. Although a private letting might result in increased 
revenue it would deny the facility to the public.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:
That, having regard to all the circumstances, the letting of 
this water would be inappropriate and that accordingly the 
application be refused.
10. INCOME FROM SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1981
The Committee received a report which summarised income received 
by the Authority from the sale of rod and line licences during 1981. 
Licence duties had been increased by 20% on 1st January 1981 and as a 
result the total income to the Authority from licence sales had risen 
by £54,231.90 in that year, an increase of 19.4%. The increase in 
income had not quite equalled the percentage increase in licence 
duties because of minor variations in the sales of licences of 
different categories.
11. FISHING OFFENCES
The Committee received a report which contained details of the fishing 
offences and the prosecutions undertaken by the Authority in con­
nection with those offences during 1981/82. Detailed reports on this 
subject specifically related to individual Area Committees were to be 
submitted to those Committees at their October meetings.
It was noted that incidences of violence against bailiffs had been 
noticeably reduced on those occasions during the current season when a 
dog, controlled by an ex-police dog handler currently employed by the 
Authority as a dog handler/bailiff, had been used on anti-poaching 
patrols.
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RESOLVED:
That future reports to Area Committees on fishing offences 
processed during any given period, contain full details of all 
offenders prosecuted.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:
That because of the proven success of the use of a dog as a 
deterrent to poachers when used on anti-poaching patrols, the 
officers investigate further the possibility of obtaining extra 
dogs to be used in this capacity,
12. PROPOSED NEW FISHERY BYELAWS
Further to minute no.46 of the last meeting, it was reported that on 
26th May 1982, the Chairman, and the Chairmen of the Northern and 
Central Area Advisory Committees had met objectors to two of the 
proposed byelaws: no.3 - annual close season for migratory trout (rod 
and line) and no.22 - size of hooks and weight of lures.
On byelaw 3, the objectors argued that if the commencement of the 
close season were to be brought forward as proposed, anglers would be 
deprived of a considerable part of the sport they had long enjoyed 
on the Cumbria rivers, a fact which had so far been recognised in 
the byelaws.
On byelaw 22, the objectors pointed out that there was a very long 
Cumbrian tradition of using large, heavy lures with a treble hook when 
fishing for salmon in "heavy" water. The enforced use of smaller 
hooks would reduce the hooking power of the lures and more fish would 
be lost.
After full consideration, the objectors' representations had been 
accepted. Accordingly it would be recommended to the Water 
Management Committee that (with the amendment of the maximum gape 
from 7mm to 8mm in proposed byelaw 22) the provisions of the existing 
byelaws be retained in the case of proposed new byelaws nos. 3 and 22, 
viz:- '
No.3 Annual close season for migratory trout (rod and line)
The annual close season for fishing for migratory trout with rod and 
line shall be the period from and including the 16th day of October to 
and including the 30th day of April following with the following 
exception:-
In the following rivers and all rivers, lakes and waters 
tributary to or connected with those rivers, the period from and 
including the 1st day of November to and including the 30th day 
of April following:
Rivers Annas, Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder'and Ehen.
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No.22 Size of hooks and weight of lures
(a) No person shall use in fishing with rod and line for salmon 
or trout after the 31st day of August in any year double treble 
or multiple hooks any of which exceed 8mm gape provided that this 
shall not apply to a person fishing with an artificial fly not 
exceeding 15g in weight.
(b) No person shall use in fishing with rod and line for salmon 
or trout after the 31st August in any year any lure or weight 
which (together or singly) exceed 30g in weight.
The provisions of this byelaw shall not apply to the following 
listed rivers and all rivers lakes and waters tributary to or 
connected with those rivers:-
Rivers Eden, Esk(Border), Derwent, Ellen, Waver, Wampool, Annas,
Bleng, Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and Ehen nor to fishing for char in 
Lakes Windermere, Coniston, Rydal Water and Grasmere.
13. ADDITIONAL ABSTRACTION OF WATER FROM WASTWATER
The Committee considered a report (Appendix 3 hereto) on the 
implications to fisheries in West Cumbria of granting BNFL's 
application to increase their present abstraction from Wastwater from
18 Ml/d (4 mgd) to 29 Ml/d (6.4 mgd) until 31st December 1987 or until 
a new supply became available, whichever first occurred.
The report had been submitted to the West Cumbria Special Fisheries 
Advisory Group on 25th June 1982.
Whilst appreciating the officers' work in assessing the possible 
effects, the Group had been apprehensive that the predictions, 
although based on the best scientific evidence available, could not « 
demonstrate with certainty that the River Irt fishery and angling 
would not be affected. They had therefore been most concerned to 
ensure that if the increased abstraction were to be permitted, every 
effort should be made to monitor the effects, and were of the opinion 
that the best way to achieve this would be to provide a fish counter 
in the River Irt. The Group had accordingly recommended:
"That whilst the temporary increased abstraction should not be 
opposed, the Water Management Committee be recommended to require 
BNFL to provide a fish counter on the River Irt at a location to 
be agreed with the Authority."
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:
That the Sub-Committee's recommendation be approved.
14. POLLUTION INCIDENTS IN THE CUMBRIA AREA
In response to a question concerning recent pollution of the Rivers 
Caldew and Wampool, the officers reported that on completion of 
current investigations, action would be taken against the offenders if 
warranted.
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15. POLLUTION OF TODD BROOK AT MACCLESFIELD
The Manager of the Rivers Division undertook to investigate alleged 
pollution of the Todd Brook at Macclesfield and to advise Mr. Campbell 
of his findings.
16. SEMINAR ON POACHING
It was reported that a seminar had taken place at Workington on 28th 
June 1982, when officers of the Authority and local magistrates had 
met to discuss the problems related to poaching in West Cumbria.
F1/B8 APPENDIX 1
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
1982/83
Nominated to the Authority by
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Secretary of State for the Environment 
Cumbria County Council 
Cheshire District Councils 
Lancashire County Council 
Lancashire District Councils 
Greater Manchester County Council 
Greater Manchester District Councils 
Merseyside District Councils
Appointed as persons interested in 
fisheries in the area
Chairman Southern Area Fisheries.
Advisory Committee 
Chairman Central Area Fisheries
Advisory Committee 
Chairman Northern Area Fisheries
Advisory Committee
*NOTE Mr. Mann and Mr. Richardson are ex officio members of the 
Committee by virtue of their position as Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Authority respectively.
T.A.F. Barnes
T.M. Farrer
G. Mann (ex officio)*
A. Richardson (ex officio)* 
J.G.W. Skipwith 
W.S. Bell
G. Campbell
H. Caunce
J.E. Gouldbourn
I. Jones
G.E. Lowe 
J.E. Redhead 
A.G.R. Brown )
F. Bunting )
J.H. Fell )
R.D. Houghton )
J. Johnson )
Wm. McKenna )
G. Wilson )
J.S. Bailey (ex officio)
J.M. Croft (ex officio)
E.P. Ecroyd (ex officio)
F1/B10 APPENDIX 2
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
AREA FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Northern Area
Chairman: E.P. Ecroyd, Low House, Armathwaite, Carlisle, Cumbria,
A.E.I. Bell,
F. Bunting,
. E. Cave,
A.C. Findlay,
A. Gleaden,
B. Irving,
A. Marshall,
J.S. Marshall, 
Wm. McKenna,
A. Moffat,
G.B. Sedgwick, 
J. Thompson, 
G.N.F. Wingate, 
R.B. Woodall,
12 Hallpath, Langholme, Dumfriesshire.
30 Dent Road, Mirehouse, Whitehaven.
9 Brunton Crescent, Carlisle, Cumbria.
Buccleugh Estates, Irvine House, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire 
12 Meadowfield, Gosforth, Cumbria.
11 Avon Close, Moreton West, Carlisle, Cumbria.
West View, Becker Met, Cumbria.
Little Cross, Appleby, Cumbria.
6 Spencer Street, Carlisle, Cumbria.
15 Princess Avenue, Workington.
8 Belle Vue, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
"Inglenook", Rockcliff, Carlisle, Cumbria.
Bridge End House, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
Lane End, Wabbetthwaite, Bootle Station, Cumbria.
Central Area
Chairman: J.M. Croft, Orchard Farm, Whittingham Lane, Barton, Preston.
W. Bailey,
R. Barratt,
Dr. R.B. Broughton, 
R.A. Challenor,
J.H. Fell,
R. Harper,
A.L. Harris,
R.D. Houghton,
J. Johnson,
G. Jones,
Prof. W.E. Kershaw, 
J.P. Lord,
H.B. Whittam,
G. Wilson,
10 Mallowdale Road, Lancaster.
Cowmire Hall, Crosthwaite, Kendal, Cumbria.
9 Victoria Road;, Salford.
Green End, Mansfergh, Carnforth, Lancashire.
White Gates, Backborrow, Ulverston, Cumbria. 
Collin Field Farm, Kendal, Cumbria.
Blunt How, 12 Eden Park, Scotforth, Lancaster. 
13/15 Winckley istreet, Preston, Lancashire.
97 Liverpool Roiad North, Maghull, Liverpool.
1 Caernarvon Road, Preston, Lancashire.
Mill Farm, Hesketh Bank, Nr. Preston, Lancashire. 
Spring Bank, Cow Ark, via Clitheroe.
29 Lyndhurst Road, Ulverston, Cumbria.
11 Guildford Avenue, Chorley, Lancashire.
Southern Area
Chairman: J.S. Bailey, 22 Plover Avenue, Winsford, Cheshire.
D. Bridgewood, Horsepool Cottages, Mellor, Stockport, Cheshire.
J. Blackburn, 447 Station Road, Winsford, Cheshire.
A.G.R. Brown, 10 Dale Road, Golborne, Warrington.
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Southern Area cont'd.
C. Holland, 
F.R. James, 
J.H. Lester, 
P. Neal,
R. Newton,
121 Northgate Road, Edgeley, Stockport.
34 Sweet Briar Crescent, Crewe.
23 Liverpool Road, Great Sankey, Warrington, WA5 1ES.
16 Kingston Gardens, Hyde, Cheshire.
3 Old Park Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshire.
Dr. M. Pugh Thomas, Dept, of Biology, University of Salford, Salford.
J.A. Shanahan, 4 Sunninghill Street, Bolton, Lancashire.
NOTE; The Chairman and the Vice Chairman of the Authority and the 
Chairman of the Regional Committee, serve on each Area 
Committee in an ex officio capacity.
i
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NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
WEST CUMBRIA SPECIAL FISHERIES ADVISORY GROUP
25TH JUNE, 1982
APPLICATION BY BNFL FOR A TEMPORARY LICENCE TO 
ABSTRACT ADDITIONAL QUANTITIES FROM WASTWATER.
INTRODUCTION
1. British Nuclear Fuels Ltd (BNFL) are currently authorised to abstract 
from Wastwater up to 18.2 Ml/d (4 mgd), for supply, and up to 22 Ml/d 
(4.8 mgd) for compensation water which is to be pumped to the River 
Irt whenever the flow at Galesyke flow measuring station would 
otherwise be less than 20.4 Ml/d (4.5 mgd). The annual quantity 'for 
supply" is 365 times the daily quantity.
2. BNFL have now advertised their intention to apply for a temporary 
increase of 11 Ml/day (2.4 mgd) in their abstraction from Wastwater, 
to run until 31st December 1987 or until a new supply is available, 
whichever is the earlier. This course of action follows the rejection 
by the Secretary of State of their previous application for a 
permanent increase of 32 Ml/d (7 mgd) to 50 Ml/d (11 mgd).
The letter setting out the secretary of State's rejection stated:-
"The Secretary of State notes that at the inquiry BNFL indicated 
that in the event of their Wastwater proposals not being 
approved, they would wish to have a temporary consent for 
increased abstraction of 11 Ml/d (2.4 mgd) from Wastwater Lake 
pending the provision of a satisfactory supply from another 
source. He also notes that in the Inspector's view this should 
be considered reasonable. To the extent that the Company's 
additional requirements in the short term are for top quality 
(Rl) water, the Secretary of State accepts that there appears to 
be no alternative to a temporarily increased abstraction from 
Wastwater; and he considers that any forthcoming application by 
BNFL for a temporary licence should be viewed accordingly."
3. Notwithstanding the Secretary of State's remarks the officers have 
examined objectively and in depth the consequences for the fisheries 
of the River Irt. Evidence presented at the 1980 Public Inquiry 
stated that an increase in abstraction would result in drawdown below 
the level of the bar at Wastwater. Re-examination confirms that this 
could occur during the period of the increased abstraction if 
authorized by a temporary licence.
IMPLICATIONS FOR RIVER IRT FISHERIES
4. The likely effects of the proposed temporary increase in abstraction 
from Wastwater on those flows in the River Irt which are important for 
migratory fish have been examined with computer simulations for the 
period 1974-81. The flows of particular concern to fisheries are the 
higher range needed to permit upstream migration of adults and 
the very low flows where fish survival could be prejudiced.
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EFFECT ON FISH MIGRATION
5. Using Dr.Stewart's "formula", the commencing migration flow in the 
upper reaches of the River Irt has been estimated at 80 Ml/d (17.6 
mgd). Over the period 1974-81 an increase in the abstraction from the 
lake of 11 Ml/d would have resulted, on average, in a reduction in the 
availability of flows greater than 80 Ml/d (17.6 mgd) of about 6 days 
during the period May - October in each year. The average avail­
ability of these flows during May - October with the present rate of 
abstraction has been 138 days, so the 6 day reduction represents only 
a 4*3% loss. The reduction does, of course, vary from year to year, 
ranging from 3 days in 1978 and 1980 to 14 days in 1975 and this 
sometimes results in a delay of a few days in achieving a migration 
flow following rainfall after a prolonged drought, when the lake 
has been drawn down. This would have happened in 1976 (4-5 days 
delay) and in 1974 (7-8 days delay).
EFFECT ON LOW FLOWS AND LAKE LEVELS
6. The increased abstraction would have more significant effects on 
dry weather flows. using D r .Stewart's approach, the so called 
"survival flow" in the River Irt;immediately below Wastwater is 
estimated to be 26 Ml/d (5.8 mgd) , ; and this value has been used for 
comparison of changes. With the present abstraction/compensation 
conditions, the number of days during the period May - October on 
which the flow would have fallen below 26 Ml/d (5.7 mgd) varies from 
nil in 1975, 1979 and 1981 up to 24 in 1980, averaging 6.2 days per 
year. Increasing the abstraction :by 11 Ml/d (2.4 mgd) would have 
increased this by 6.4 days on average to 12.6 days. However there is 
considerable year-to-year variation;, with negligible differences in 
1975, 1977, 1979 and 1981, but increases of 17 days in 1974 and 13 
days in 1980. I
7. An 11 Ml/d increase in abstractions would have resulted in the lake 
being drawn down below the level of the bar on two occasions, namely 
in May 1974 (for 15 days) and in May/June 1980 (for 22 days) . The 
drawdown is reflected in the extended periods of flow less than 26 
Ml/d as only pumped compensation water would be entering the river at 
these times. In September 1976 arid June 1978 the lake level would 
have been drawn down to within 10mm above the bar.
EFFECTS ON SPATES !
8. The effects of the increased abstraction on the occurrence of small 
Summer spates has also been examined. Taking a flow in excess of 80 
Ml/d (17.6 mgd) at Galesyke as constituting a spate, the effect would 
have been very slight, with only one summer 'spate' being lost in the 
last 8 years (June 1975) and one "near miss" when a minor peak of 70 
Ml/d (15.4 mgd) would have been reduced to about 45 Ml/d■ (10.0 mgd) 
(June 1978).
VARIATION OF COMPENSATION WATER
9. Modifications to the compensation water arrangements have been 
considered, but these have shown no benefit to the availability
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of migration flows or to the occurrence of summer spates. Infact 
increasing the volume of compensation water would result in longer 
periods of drawdown below the bar and offset higher flows in the river 
below the point of discharge.
SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
10. The consequence of increasing BNFL1s abstraction from 18 Ml/d (4 mgd) 
to 29 Ml/d (6.4 mgd) on the availability of migration flows and summer 
spates is likely to be slight and to be of little significance to 
migration of fish in the Irt in most years. The increased abstraction 
would have a more significant effect on the dry weather flow 
situation, and resulting only compensation water being discharged to 
the River Irt after extended periods of dry weather and in increases 
in the duration of flows less than 26 Ml/d (5.7 mgd).
CONCLUSION
11. In view of the fact that these increased durations of low flows 
would only have occurred in alternate years, it is unlikely that an 
increase of 11 Ml/d (2.4 mgd) in the abstraction for a temporary 
period of 5 years would have a long term detrimental effect on the 
stocks of migratory fish.
F2/B2
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
CENTRAL AREA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
13TH OCTOBER 1982
INCOME FROM SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1981
1 . T h is  r e p o r t  and th e  A ppend ix , w hich sum m aries incom e from  th e  s a l e  o f  
ro d  and l i n e  l i c e n c e s  d u r in g  1981, w ere o r i g i n a l l y  su b m itte d  t o  th e  
R e g io n a l C om m ittee  on  3 0 th  J u n e , 1982 (M inu te  N o .1 0 ) .  The f i g u r e s  fo r
1980 a re  a l s o  a t t a c h e d  f o r  c o m p a riso n .
2 .  L i c e n c e  s a l e s  f o r  1981 t o t a l l e d  1 0 0 ,7 6 1 ,  a v e r y  s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  
(0.74%) o v e r  th e  1980 f i g u r e  o f  1 0 0 ,0 1 7 . T h e re  w as, how ever, a  20.4% 
in c r e a s e  in  th e  number o f  l i c e n c e s  i s s u e d  f r e e  o f  c h a rg e  to  j u v e n i l e s  
aged 10-13 y e a r s .
3 .  T h e re  w ere some m inor v a r i a t i o n s  be tw een  1981 and 1980 i n  s a l e s  o f  
some c a t e g o r i e s  o f  l i c e n c e s .  A s l i g h t  d e c r e a s e  o f  139 (5.5%) i n  th e  
number o f  salm on s e a s o n  l i c e n c e s  s o ld  was a lm o s t o f f s e t  by an  in c r e a s e  
o f  124 (3.8%) i n  th e  s a l e s  o f  p a r t - s e a s o n  l i c e n c e s  v a l i d  from  1 s t  
J u n e , b u t  s a l e s  o f  s e v e n -d a y  salm on l i c e n c e s  f e l l  by 131 i n  1981. 
S a le s  o f  m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  l i c e n c e s  in c r e a s e d  by 460 , m a in ly  a s  a r e s u l t  
o f  a 19% in c r e a s e  i n  th e  number o f  s e a s o n  l i c e n c e s  s o ld .  T o ta l  s a l e s  
o f  l i c e n c e s  c o v e r in g  n o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t ,*  f r e s h w a te r  f i s h  and e e l s  
in c r e a s e d  s l i g h t l y ,  b u t  t h i s  was b e c a u se  a d e e r  e a se  o f  962 (1.4%) in  
th e  number o f  s e a s o n  l i c e n c e s  s o ld  was o f f s e t  by an  in c r e a s e  o f  1 ,3 9 2  
(7.3%) i n  th e  s a l e s  o f  s e v e n -d a y  l i c e n c e s .
4 . L ic e n c e  d u t i e s  w ere in c r e a s e d  by 20% w ith  e f f e c t  from  1 s t  J a n u a r y ,
1981 . As a  r e s u l t , t h e  t o t a l  in c o m e  f ro m  l i c e n c e  s a l e s  r o s e  by 
£ 5 4 ,2 3 1 .9 0 , an i n c r e a s e  o f  19.4% . The in c r e a s e  d id  n o t q u i t e  e q u a l 
t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m in o r  
v a r i a t i o n s  i n  s a l e s  o f  l i c e n c e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s .
1 APPENDIX
INCOME FROM SALE OF 
ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCES
1981
TYPE VALUE NO. AMOUNT£p £p
Salmon Season 18.00 1,750 31,500.00
Salmon from 1st June 12.00 2,748 32,976.00
Salmon Season - reduced duty 9.00 617 5,553.00
Salmon from 1st June - reduced duty 6.00 620 3,720.00
Salmon - Seven-day 3.00 lr882 5,6 46.00
Total Salmon 7,617 79,395.00
Migratory Trout Season 6.00 2,152 12,912.00
Migratory Trout - reduced duty 3.00 429 1,287.00
Migratory It out - Seven-Day 1.20 1,007 1,208.40
Total Migratory Trout 3,588 15,407.40
Non-migratory Itout,
Freshwater Fish and Eels - Season 3.60 56,665 203,994.00
Non-migratory Hrout,
Freshwater Fish and Eels - reduced duty 1.80 12,552 22,593.60
Non-migratory Trout,
Freshwater Fish and Eels - Seven-day 0.60 20,339 12,203.40
Total Non-migratory Trout, 
Freshwater Fish and Eels 89,556 238,791.00
TOTAL 100t761 333,593.40
NO CHARGE - ALL SPECIES 0.00 17,879 -
TOTAL 118,640 333,593.40
2' INCOME FROM SALE OF 
ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCES
1980
TYPE . , VALUE 
£p
NO. AMOUNT
£p
Salmon Season 15.00 1,862 27,930.00
Salmon from 1st June 10.00 2,673 26,730.00
Salmon Season - reduced duty 7.50 644 4,830.00
Salmon from 1st June 
reduced duty 5. 00 57V 2,855.00
Salmon Seven-Day, 2.50 2,013 5,032.50
Total Salmon 7,763 67,377.50
Migratory Trout Season 5.00 1 ,867 9,335.00
Migratory Trout - reduced duty 2.50 305 762.50
Migratory Trout Seven-Day 1 .00 956 956.00
Total Migratory Trout 3,128 11,053.50
Non-Migratory Trout 
Freshwater Fish and Eels Season 3.00 57,459 172,377.00
Non-Migratory Trout
Freshwater Fish and Eels 
reduced duty 1.50 12,720 19,080.00
Non-Migratory Trout
Freshwater Fish and Eels 
Seven-Day 0.50 18,947 9,473.50
Total Non-Migratory Trout 
Freshwater FLsh and Eels 89,126 200,930.50
TOTAL 100,017 279,361.50
NO CHARGE - ALL SPECIES 0 .00 14,852 Nil
TOTAL 114,869
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ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCES FORMAT
P2/A4
1. On 3 0 th  J u n e , 1982 , (M inu te  n o .8) th e  R e g io n a l Com m ittee c o n s id e r e d  
th e  A rea  C o m m ittee s ' o b s e r v a t io n s  and recom m endations  on p r o p o s a ls  fo r  
c h a n g in g  th e  p r e s e n t  l i c e n c e  fo rm a t fo r  ro d  and l i n e  a n g l in g .  The 
C om m ittee recommended t h a t  s u b je c t  t o  th e  c o lo u r  o f  d u ty  s tam ps b e in g  
changed  e a c h  y e a r ,  th e  l i c e n c e  c a rd  and a d h e s iv e  stam p fo rm a t be  used  
by th e  A u th o r i ty  from  1983.
2 . T h is  recom m endation  was app roved , by th e  W ater M anagement C om m ittee on 
1 9 th  J u l y ,  1982.
F2/A14
NORTH WEST WATER, AUTHORITY
CENTRAL AREA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
13TH OCTOBER 1982
SALMON & FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT 1975 
TEMPORARY'' FISHERY BYELAWS FOR RIVERLUNE
1 . T hese  b y e la w s , which came i n t o  o p e r a t io n  on 1 s t  A p r i l  1980, p ro v id e  
fo r  an e x te n d e d  a n n u a l c lo s e  se a s o n  fo r  ro d  and l i n e  f i s h i n g  fo r  
sa lm on , and fo r  an e x te n d e d  w eek ly  c lo s e  tim e  fo r  n e t  f i s h in g  fo r  
sa lm on . The fo rm er i s  d e f in e d  a s  ' t h e  p e r io d  from  and in c lu d in g  th e  
1 6 th  d a y  o f  O c to b e r to  and in c lu d in g  th e  3 1 s t  d ay  o f  M arch f o l l o w i n g '.  
The l a t t e r  i s  d e f in e d  a s  ' t h e  p e r io d  betw een  th e  hour o f  n in e  on 
F r id a y  e v e n in g  and th e  ho u r o f  s ix  on th e  fo l lo w in g  Monday m o rn in g ',  
w i th  a  p r o v is o  t h a t ,  on  a s p e c i f i e d  weekend i n  each  m onth o f  th e  
f i s h in g  s e a s o n , th e  w eek ly  c lo s e  tim e  s h a l l  be ' t h e  p e r io d  b e tw een  th e  
hour o f  se v en  on F r id a y  m orn ing  and th e  hour o f  s ix  on th e  fo llo w in g  
Monday m o rn in g '.  T hese  w eekends c o in c id e  w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  t i d e  o f  th e  
m onth .
2 . T he b y e la w s  a r e  d u e  t o  e x p i r e  o n  1 s t  A p r i l  1983 u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  
ren ew ed , and th e  q u e s t io n  now a r i s e s  w h e th e r an  e x te n s io n  s h o u ld  be  
so u g h t from  th e  M in is t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food.
3 . T h is  p o in t  h a s  been  d i s c u s s e d  a t  some l e n g th  w ith  th e  Lune and Wyre 
F i s h e r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  w h ic h  r e p r e s e n t s  b o th  ro d  an d  n e t  f i s h i n g  
i n t e r e s t s  on th e  r i v e r .  A f te r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  m a t te r  a t  th e  
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  A n n u a l G e n e r a l  M e e t in g  on  7 t h  J u l y ,  m em bers  w ere  
r e q u e s te d  t o  su b m it t o  th e  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  S e c r e ta r y  t h e i r  fo rm a l v iew s 
in  w r i t i n g .  Out o f  18 r e p l i e s  r e c e iv e d ,  14 w ere  i n  fav o u r o f  ren ew al 
o f  th e  bye law s fo r  a f u r t h e r  p e r io d ,  on th e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  t h r e e  y e a r s  
was to o  s h o r t  a p e r io d  i n  w hich  to  a s s e s s  t h e i r  im pact upon salm on 
s t o c k s  i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  a p o i n t  m ade v e r y  c l e a r l y  by  t h e  n e t s m e n 's  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  t h e  A n n u a l G e n e r a l  M e e t in g ,  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  an 
e x te n s io n  o f  th e  b y e la w s . T h ree  o f  th e  re m a in in g  r e p l i e s  in d ic a te d  
t h a t  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  r o d - f i s h i n g  c lo s e  s e a s o n , o r  some­
th in g  a p p ro x im a tin g  to  i t ,  w ith  a commencement d a te  o f  1 s t  November 
f a v o u re d , w h i le  one  p ro p o se d  a c lo s e  s e a s o n  fo r  ro d  f i s h i n g  from  1 6 th  
O c to b e r  to  th e  end o f  F e b ru a ry .
4 . The R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  a g re e s  w ith  th e  v iew  t h a t  a  3 y e a r  
p e r i o d  i s  t o o  s h o r t  a t im e  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  r e s t r i c t i v e  
m e a su re s  o f  t h i s  k in d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  v iew  o f  th e  u n a v o id a b le  d e la y  
i n  r e s t o r i n g  f u l l  f i s h  c o u n tin g  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  F o rge  W eir. By 1 s t  
A p r i l  1983 r e t u r n s  o f  a d u l t  f i s h  to  th e  r i v e r  in  r e l a t i o n  to  sm o lt 
ru n s  c o u ld  in c lu d e  o n ly  two g e n e r a t io n s  o f  g r i l s e  (from  th e  1980 and
1981 sm o lt ru n s) and one g e n e r a t io n  o f  s m a ll  summer f i s h  (from  th e
1980 sm o lt r u n ) , a l th o u g h  th e r e  w ou ld , o f  c o u r s e ,  be r e t u r n s  o f  a d u l t s  
from  th e  sm o lt ru n s  o f  p re c e d in g  y e a r s  d u r in g  th e  s e a s o n s  o f  1980 and
1981 a s  w e l l .  T h is ,  how ever, i s  c o n s id e r e d  to  be to o  s m a ll  a c r o s s -  
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  on  w h ic h  t o  b a s e  any  ju d g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  m e a su re s .
T he o f f i c e r s  t h e r e f o r e  recom m end t h a t  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  te m p o r a r y  
b y e law s fo r  a f u r t h e r  p e r io d  o f  3 y e a r s  s h o u ld  be so u g h t from  MAFF, 
and t h a t  th e  p o s i t i o n  sh o u ld  be rev ie w e d  to w ard s  th e  end o f  t h a t  
p e r io d .
1. The owner of a floating-cage trout farm on Esthwaite Water also has 
the exclusive fish ing  rights on that lake which he leases from 
Graythwaite Hall Estate, Newby Bridge. He wishes to start up a pike 
ranching scheme under which adult pike taken from the lake would be 
stripped, the ova hatched and the fry reared to fingerling size, when 
they would be returned to the lake. At some stage in the proceedings 
a proportion of the adult fish  would presumably be cropped for 
marketing. The Freshwater Biological Association at Perry House is 
interested in certain aspects of the scheme, in particular the number 
of. pike removed and the mesh size of the nets used to capture them.
2. The only difficulty that arises relates to these nets. The owner 
of the fishery wishes to use tangle (gill) nets for removal of pike, 
but under the Authority's Fishery Byelaw No.7, the use of such nets is 
prohibited  for the taking of salmon, trout or freshwater fish .
However, Byelaw No .24 states that the Byelaws " ......... shall not apply
to any person who with the permission in writing of the Authority and 
acting in accordance with any conditions attached to that permission, 
carries out work connected with the preservation or development of a 
fishery or for some scientific purpose".
3. The ranching scheme would constitute "development of a fishery" and 
the officers therefore recommend that the applicant be authorised to 
proceed. It  is not envisaged that any particular conditions should be 
attached to the permission.
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F2/B6
FISHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1981/82
1 . The r e g io n a l  t o t a l  o f  p e rs o n s  p r o s e c u te d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  f o r  f i s h in g  
o f f e n c e s  d u r in g  1981/82  was 441 , com pared w ith  327 in  19 8 0 /8 1 .
2 . In  th e  C o m m ittee s ' a r e a ,  17 p e rs o n s  w ere p r o s e c u te d  f o r  th e  u se  o f  
i l l e g a l  i n s t r u m e n ts ,  55 f o r  byelaw  o f f e n c e s  and g iv in g  f a l s e  names and 
a d d re s s e s  and 27 f o r  f i s h i n g  w ith o u t a 1 ic e n c e .  A c tio n  was ta k e n  on 
a f u r t h e r  6 c a s e s  w hich d id  n o t r e s u l t  i n  l e g a l  p ro c e e d in g s  b e in g  
i n s t i t u t e d . The p o s i t i o n  i s  sum m arised b e lo w :-
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NORTH ^EST WATER AUTHORITY
CENTRAL AREA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
13/TH, OCTOBER 1982
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICERS ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES 
 FEBRUARY -  SEPTEMBER, 1982
1 . RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
The s e a s o n  s t a r t e d  w ith  r e a s o n a b le  r i v e r  f lo w s  b u t  d ry  w ea th er from  
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  M arch onw ards ca u se d  low l e v e l s  th ro u g h o u t  m ost o f  
th e  re v ie w  p e r io d  and c o n d i t io n s  f o r  a n g lin g  w ere  g e n e r a l l y  p o o r .  
T h ese  c o n d i t io n s  w ere o n ly  b ro k en  by l o c a l i s e d  th u n d e rs to rm s  w hich 
p ro d u ce d  s m a ll  d i r t y  f r e s h e s  and d id  l i t t l e  to  r e l i e v e  th e  s i t u a t i o n .
I n  th e  n o r th  o f  th e  a re a  salm on f i s h i n g  was poor w ith  a b o u t 20 f i s h  
b e in g  t a k e n  on t h e  R iv e r  K e n t by m id  A u g u s t  and  30 o n  t h e  R iv e r  
Lune.
A s m a l l  ru n  o f  s p r in g  salm on e n te re d  th e  R ib b le  d u r in g  F e b ru a ry  and 
s ix  f i s h ,  th e  b e s t  w e ig h in g  24 l b .  w ere ta k e n .  No f u r t h e r  run  was 
o b s e rv e d  u n t i l  th e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  A ugust and th e  s to c k  o f  salm on in  
th e  R ib b le  and Hodder was th e  lo w e s t  f o r  many y e a r s .  A sm a ll  number 
o f  salm on e n te r e d  th e  Wyre in  M arch (v e ry  e a r l y  f o r  t h i s  r iv e r )  b u t  no 
f u r t h e r  ru n s  w ere r e c o rd e d  u n t i l  l a t e  in  th e  s e a s o n .
S e a  t r o u t  f i s h i n g  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  l e s s  s u c c e s s f u l  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r ,  
a l th o u g h  th e  a v e ra g e  s i z e  a p p e a rs  t o  be l a r g e r .  A n g lin g  s u c c e s s  h as  
to  some e x te n t  been  a f f e c t e d  by r i v e r  c o n d i t io n s  and i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  
num bers c a u g h t d id  n o t r e f l e c t  num bers o f  f i s h  in  th e  r i v e r s .  Only 
th e  R iv e r  Keer c o u ld  be s a id  to  have  had a r e a l l y  good ru n  o f  sea  
t r o u t .
Brow n t r o u t  f i s h i n g  w as m a rk e d  e a r l y  in  t h e  s e a s o n  by th e  p o o r  
c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  f i s h  ta k e n  a f t e r  th e  s e v e re  w i n t e r ,  b u t  b o th  th e  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s h  and  t h e  c a t c h e s  im p ro v e d  a s  t h e  summer 
p r o g re s s e d  and some q u i t e  good brown t r o u t  f i s h i n g  was had in  J u n e , 
e s p e c i a l l y  on  th e  K ent and Lune.
Char f i s h i n g  was p ro b a b ly  a t  i t s  b e s t  in  May when th e  W inderm ere 
b o a ts  w ere a v e ra g in g  a b o u t 50 p e r  day  e a c h .
C a tc h e s  o f  n o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  on th e  R iv e rs  R ib b le ,  Hodder and Wyre 
have  v a r ie d  c o n s id e r a b ly  in  r e l a t i o n  to  f i s h in g  c o n d i t io n s  w ith  th e  
w e l l  s to c k e d  s t r e t c h e s  o f  r i v e r s  and s t i l l  w a te rs  p ro d u c in g  th e  m ost 
c o n s i s t e n t  r e s u l t s .
A f te r  th e  s e v e re  w in te r  c o n d i t io n s  c a tc h e s  o f  c o a r s e  f i s h  im proved 
on th e  low er r e a c h e s  o f  th e  R iv e r s  R ib b le  and Wyre and c o n tin u e d  q u i t e  
good t o  th e  end o f  th e  s e a s o n  w ith  n e t s  o f  up to  80 chub and d ace  from  
th e  R ib b le  and 60 ro a c h  from  th e  W yre, w here ro ac h  to  2 l b .  w ere 
c a u g h t .  The h ig h  te m p e ra tu re s  d u r in g  May b ro u g h t  c o a r s e  f i s h  i n to  
spaw ning c o n d i t io n  e a r l i e r  th a n  u s u a l  and spaw ning  was com ple ted  by 
th e  t h i r d  w eek. L arge  s h o a ls  o f  f r y  w ere se e n  in  th e  s h a llo w  m arg in s
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during June and July when conditions were ideal for the growth and 
survival of these small fish. Since the season opened on the 16th 
June the high temperatures, low flows and heavy weed growth in some 
areas have had a detrimental effect on angling throughout the summer 
months. Although catches of coarse fish were consistently taken up to 
the end of September with some 50 lb. and 20 lb. nets taken from the 
Ribble and Wyre respectively, no really outstanding catches were 
reported. The last week of August gave wetter weather and river flows 
generally suitable for salmon fishing. This resulted in the first 
decent fishing of the year, with good catches on the Kent and about 
100 salmon being taken on the Lune. Drier weather in mid September 
led to low river flows again but towards the end of the month more 
rain led to good fishing conditions and catches improved.
However, these late runs, though an improvement on the very poor 
situation of the rest of the season, will not redeem what has been a 
poor year for salmon fishing except on the Kent.
Sea trout catches declined during September and few fish were caught.
2. MIGRATORY FISH MOVEMENT
Movement into fresh water has been very slow throughout the summer, 
and those fish which did enter the rivers stayed in the holding pools 
at the lower end of the rivers. A good example of this was provided 
by the cymaging of the River Kent on the 31st July, where more fish 
were killed in the 1.5 miles affected below the counter at Basinghyll 
than had passed over the counter during the whole year up to that 
time.
3. HATCHERIES 
Middleton Hatchery
It has been quite a successful season at Middleton Hatchery, 
especially bearing in mind the fact that the water supply froze on a 
number of occasions during the winter and on several days the hatchery 
bailiff was unable to get to work due to snow drifts. The severe 
early drought caused the hatchery water supply to diminish much 
earlier in the year than normal, and planting out had therefore to be 
accelerated, being completed by May 9th. The final totals planted 
were as follows:-
Salmon
Eyed ova 
Unfed fry 
Fed fry
214.000
426.000
299.000
Sea Trout
Eyed ova 
Unfed fry
105,000 
69,500
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Salmon Cages Dalton-in-Furness
On 26th April 6,741 branded smolts were released from the cages into 
the River Leven, this was followed in May by the release of 846 
branded pre-smolts. This further release was necessitated by adverse 
conditions caused by an algal bloom in Burlington Lake. It has always 
been anticipated that the rearing of large numbers of trout would 
eventually lead to eutrophication of the water body, and it is felt 
that these waters are probably now unsuitable for salmon during the 
summer. Consideration is being given to an alternative site for the 
remaining period of this project.
Langcliffe Hatchery
Investigations have continued at the hatchery into the cause of 
mortality in swim up fry as a result of a gill condition characterised 
by the production of excessive mucus.
Twenty thousand salmon ova from native stock were retained for the 
investigation and these were divided into batches of 5,000 and 
developed into four troughs with water supply as follows. Two troughs 
were fed with spring water at the natural temperature of 46~48°F, it 
being intended to pass the supply to one trough through a heat 
exchanger, unfortunately this did not become available until much too 
late. The remaining two troughs were fed from the normal river 
supply, one of which was fitted with a filter of activated charcoal. 
The remaining salmon ova from Langcliffe were taken to Holmwrangle and 
Hollingworth hatcheries for development to fed fry and to provide a 
control.
A comprehensive programme of water sampling for chemical analysis was 
agreed with Scientific Services staff. Daily samples of the river 
water supply to the hatchery were taken and analysed for a wide range 
of chemical substances including heavy metals, pesticides and 
synthetic detergents. Samples for the determination of ammonia levels 
within each trough were taken on alternative days and weekly samples 
were obtained from the River, Mill Dam and outlets from the hatchery. 
This programme of sampling extended over the period 8th March to 16th 
May when it was considered that the critical stage of development in 
the fry had been passed. Arrangements were made with the MAFF 
Veterinary Investigation Centre (Penrith) for samples of fry to be 
submitted at weekly intervals for histological and bacteriological 
examination. An intensive biological survey of the River Ribble 
upstream of the intake to the hatchery was carried out by the 
Authority's biologists.
Examination of the large amount of data which was obtained during the 
investigation is in progress and a full report will be produced.
4. STOCKING BY THE AUTHORITY
The following stockings have been carried out;- 
River Ribble
Salmon fry 
Sea trout fry
32,000
19,300
R iv e r  Hodder
Salm on f r y  2 4 ,0 0 0
S ea  t r o u t  f r y  1 9 ,0 0 0
R iv e r  Wyre
Salm on f r y  8 ,0 0 0
Sea t r o u t  f r y  16 ,0 0 0
Two in t r o d u c t i o n s  o f  c o a r s e  f i s h  w ere made by th e  A u th o r i ty .  The 
R iv e r  R ib b le  r e c e iv e d  20 ,0 0 0  s m a ll  ro a c h  from  B o sto ck  H a l l  s to c k p o n d . 
A ls o , an  e x p e r im e n ta l  s to c k in g  o f  1 3 ,0 0 0  c a r p  f r y  from  th e  p i l o t  
h a tc h e ry  to  v a r io u s  d r a i n s  in  th e  C ro s s e n s  sy stem  was made.
T r a n s f e r s  fo r  C lu b s  C a r r ie d  o u t  by A u th o r i ty  S t a f f
A t o t a l  o f  3 2 ,5 0 0  c o a r s e  f i s h  and 1 ,5 5 0  brown t r o u t  w ere moved fo r  
n in e  c lu b s  d u r in g  th e  rev ie w  p e r i o d ,  in c lu d in g  37 p ik e  w hich  w ere 
t r a n s f e r r e d  from  C o n is to n  t o  Lymm A n g le rs  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  a n n u a l  p ik e  
c o n t r o l  program me on th e  l a k e .
STOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS
D u r in g  th e  r e v ie w  p e r i o d  147 c o n s e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  f i s h  t o  w a t e r s  in ; t h e  a r e a ,  n o rm a l  i n s p e c t i o n
p ro c e d u re s  w ere c a r r i e d  o u t  
FISH MORTALITIES
•
D ate L o c a tio n S p e c ie s No. p a u s e
2 8 /7 /8 2 Doe ( In g le to n ) Brown t r o u t 100 N ot known
3 1 /7 /8 2 K ent (Sedgw ick 
down to  Levens 
P ark )
Salmon 
Sea t r o u t  r 
Brown t r o u t
4200 Cymag
2 5 /3 /8 2 R iv e r B rock Brown t r o u t 200 Unknown
1 3 /4 /8 2 W e s t f ie ld  B ro o k , Chub 19 5 P ro b a b le  s p i l l a g e
B a r to n S to n e lo a e h '
Gudgeon
65 o f  s l u r r y
1 4 /5 /8 2 Pond a t  T a r le to n P e rc h
Roach
100
100
C a r r o t  w ash ing  
e f f l u e n t
2 /8 /8 2 W alverden  W a te r, 
N e lso n
Brown t r o u t 410 T rad e  e f f l u e n t  
d is c h a r g e
3 /8 /8 2 Br un,
Rowley Lake
Minnows and 
f r y
500 Sewage d i s c h a r g e
1 4 /8 /8 2 T o s s id e  Beck Brown t r o u t  
S to n e lo a c h
150
20
S i la g e  d i s c h a r g e
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Date Location Species No. Cause
1/9/82 Showley Brook Brown trout 250 Sheep dip
Stoneloach, 5000 
minnows and 
bullheads
7. FISH DISEASE
Six outbreaks of fish disease were noted in the south of the area 
though no serious losses of fish occurred despite the generally 
adverse water conditions.
8. POACHING
Poaching activity has been at a lower level than last year, and it 
is thought that this is related to the reduced numbers of migratory 
fish in the rivers. Morecambe Bay saw quite a lot of activity 
especially earlier in the season, but as usual it proved extremely 
difficult to prevent, due to the difficulty of intercepting offenders 
on the open sands. The Cymag incident on the River Kent has been very 
thoroughly investigated by the police in a number of areas, and at the 
time of writing it appears as if three men from Salford may be charged 
with offences associated with it.
Up to the end of August the incidents of poaching on the Rivers 
Ribble and Hodder were much fewer than in a normal season. The low 
water levels produced good conditions for removing fish by illegal 
means but the paucity of migratory fish was the factor limiting these 
activities.
9. MANAGEMENT WORK
MAFF disease laboratory have been provided with samples of wild fish 
from local rivers to test for whirling disease, all tests have proved 
negative. Electro-fishing and netting operations have been carried 
out to provide fishery management information, including a survey on 
the River Wenning in connection with a land drainage scheme.
A number of small fish rescues were carried out on the limestone 
tributaries of the River Lune when, at times of very low flow, these 
rivers have tended to go underground.
In February a 500 yard section of the Lancaster Canal at Hest Bank 
was drained for repairs. Over 2000 bream and some roach, perch and 
pike were removed and transferred to another section of the canal. 
Staff have again been involved in the salmonid, tagging and tracking 
exercise which was carried out on the Ribble estuary.
10. PROSECUTIONS
Details of fishery prosecutions undertaken by the Authority since 
the date of the last report to the Committee' (31st March 1982) are 
attached as an Appendix.
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CENTRAL AREA FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
FISHERY PROSECUTIONS - APRIL 1982 TO SEPTEMBER 1982
Name and Address Offence River and Date
Court 
and Date Result
ger Wolfenden,- 
Birch Lane, 
mg sight, 
.nchester.
Fishing for trout, freshwater fish Ribble Leyland
otherwise than by means of a 3.12.81 7.4.82
licensed instrument.
Fine £25.00 
Costs £15.00
isos Petrou,
! Birch Lane, 
>ngsight, 
Chester.
As above. Ribble
3.12.81
Leyland
7.4.82
Fine £25.00 
Costs £15.00
iry Jones, In possession of an unlicensed
) St. Wilfred's Park,instrument (Gaff), 
alton. ;
Lune Lancaster Fine £50.00
29.11.81 7.4.82 Costs £50.00 
Confiscation of Gaff
ric Towner,
5 Heywood Court,
hodes,
iddleton.
Fishing for trout, freshwater Ribble
fish otherwise than by means of 3.12.81
a licensed instrument.
Clitheroe Fine £10.00 
15.4.82 Costs £5.00
tewart Brown, 
Rosewood Close, 
hornton, 
lackpool, 
ancs.
As above - Ribble Clitheroe Fine £10.00
6.12.81 15.4.82 Costs £5.00
rank Rowbottom, 
Wrexham Close, 
ollingwood, 
ldham.
Ribble Clitheroe Fine £10.00
6.12.81 15.4.82 Costs £5.00
red Scott,
ieners Cottage, 
oses Hall, 
.sburn.
i.chael Ingham, 
able Cottage, 
.oses Hall, 
sburn.
>’teven Young, 
jincrag Cottage, 
Jlawith,
Jr . Ulverston.
Fishing for salmon, trout, 
freshwater fish otherwise than 
by means of a licensed 
instrument.
(1) Using an illegal instrument 
(light)
(2) Possession of an unlicensed 
instrument (spear).
Ribble
3.10.81
Ribble
3.10.81
Smithy
Beck
17.11.81
Settle
”20.4.82
Settle
20.4.82
Fine £10.00 
Costs £15.00
Fine £10.00 
Costs £15.00
Ulverston Fine(1)£25.00 
15,4.82 (2)£25.00
Costs £86.25
Confiscation of spear.
r>
Name and Address Offence Riverand Date
Court 
and Date Resuit
Paul Jackson 
24 Dale Street, 
Ulverston,
(1) Possession of unlicensed 
instrument (Snare)
(2) Removal of fish without 
lawful authority.
(3) Pishing without a licence.
Leven
2.9.81
Ulverson
15.4.82
Fine(1)£50.00
(2) £j20. OO
(3)£30.( 
Costs £57.50"
Andrew Wilkinson, 
14 Well Ings, 
Kirkbarrow.
Possession of unlicensed 
instrument (snatch).
Kent Kendal Fine £15.00
14.9.81 Juvenile Costs £15.00 
19.4.82
Confiscation of rod, reel and 
snatch.
David Tomlinson,
54 Sparrowmire Lane, 
Kendal.
Removal of fish without lawful Kent
authority. 6.9.81
Kendal Fine £15.00 
20.4.82 Costs £23.00
Anthony Harvey, 
25 Castle Grove, 
Kendal .
Kent
6.9.81
Kendal
2.6.82
Fine £15.00 
Costs £63.25
David Tomlinson,
54 Sparrowmire Lane, 
Kendal.
Possession of an unlicensed 
instrument (light)
Kent
4.9.81
Kendal
4.5.82
Fine £15.00 
Costs £97.75
Confiscation of fish.
David James,
2 Echo Barn Hill, 
Kirkbarrow.
Possession of unlicensed 
instrument (light)
Kent Kendal Fine £30.00
4.9.81 27.4.82 Costs £15.00
(1) Fishing without a 
licence.
(2) Obstruction of fish 
pass.
Kent Kendal Fine £15.00
12.7.81 27.4.82 Costs £15.00
Garry Hitchin, 
'Donlynn', 
Burneside.
In possession of unclean 
fish.
Sprint Kendal 
27.10.82 27.4.82
Fine £30.00 
Costs £28.75
Brian Stevenson, 
55 Hall Park, 
Burneside.
- As above Sprint Kendal 
27.10.82 8.6.82
Fine £30.00 ■ 
Costs £69.00
Nigel Stevenson, 
55 Hall Park, 
Burneside.
- As above - Sprint Kendal 
27.10.82 27.4.82
Fine £30.00 
Costs £28.75
Name and Address Offence River Court Resultand Date and Date
udith Stevenson, 
'Hall Park, 
urneside.
(1) Possession of salmon 
for sale.
(2) Possession of sea trout 
for sale.
Burneside Kendal Fine(1)£10.00
19.10.81 18.5.82 (2)£10.00
Costs £57.50
ario Luisi,
5 Hall Park, 
urneside.
(1) Buying salmon during 
prohibited period.
(2) Buying sea trout during 
prohibited period.
Burneside Kendal Fine(1)£25.00
19.10.81 18.5.82 (2)£25.00
Costs £57.50
avid Tanner,
2 Scawton Court, 
edcar .
(1) Fishing without a 
licence.
(2) Failing to state 
correctly name and 
address.
Ribble Clitheroe Fine(1)£15.00
3.4.82 22.6.82 (2)£15.00
Costs £5.00
oseph Gill, 
Garth Road, 
ythenshawe, 
.anchester.
(1) Fishing without a 
licence.
(2) Failing to state 
correctly name and 
address.
Ribble Clitheroe Fine(1)£15.00
14.12.81 22.6.82 (2)£15.00
Costs £5.00
haun Butler,
5 Castle Street, 
:endal.
Preventing fish from 
entering fish pass.
Stramongate Kendal Fine £20.00 
Weir 5.5.82 Costs £34.50
14.7.81
lerard Keating,
8 Creasewood Avenue, 
iarus Bridge, 
an.
Using maggot as hook 
bait during prohibited 
time.
Windermere Hawkshead Fine £10.00
27.3.82 16.7.82 Costs £8.00
jy Albert Sharpies, 
3 Balfour Road, 
reston .
(1) Theft Act
(2) Fishing without a 
licence.
Claughton Garstang Fine(1)£20.00 
Lake 1.7.82 (2)£20.00
8.5.82 Costs £5.00
ivid Mossman, 
Field Street, 
!Kelmersdale
is above
Fishing without a Wyre
licence. 4.5.82
(1) Failure to state correct Wyre 
name and address. 5.4.82
(2) Using maggot as hook bait 
during prohibited time.
Garstang Fine £15.00
15.7.82 Costs £5.00
Garstang Fine(1)£5.00
15.7.82 (2)£10.00 
Costs £10.00
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Name arid Address Offence River Courtand Date and Date ResUl'
Robert Peter Kilher,
05 Chatsworth Avenue, 
Fleetwood,
(1) Fishing without a 
licence.
(2) Fishing for freshwater 
fish during the close 
season.
(3) using maggot as hook 
bait during prohibited 
tire.
Windermere Windermere
4,4.82 8,7.82
Fine
1) £5
2) £5.1
3) t  
COStS: 
£10-0
1'erende Felton,
24 Jackson Close,
Downholland,
Ormskirk
Fishing without a licence. Windermere Hawkshead Fine £10.
12.4.82 6.8.82 Costs f
David Boardman,
19 Crowhurst Avenue, 
Wigan
Gerard Bitniak,
7 3 Low Garth,
Kendal
Using maggot as 
hook bait during 
prohibited time.
(1) Possession of an 
unlicensed 
instrument (snare)
(2) Fishing without a 
licence
Windermere Hawkshead Fine £10.
27.3.82 6.8.82 Costs £8.'
Kent Kendal
21.10.81 29.6.82
Confiscation of snare.
Fine
(1) £30.0>
(2) £2»00 
Costs
£86.25
Lindsay Gould,
60 Low Fell Side, 
Kendal
Throwing stones to take 
fish
Kent Kendal
21.10.81 26.-5.82
Fine £30. 
Costs £20
Steven Roger Weyer, 
74a Fishwick View, 
iPreston.
Fishing without a 
licence
Kent
10.4.82
Kendal
4.8.82
Fine £25. 
Costs £10
Mi chae1 Swindenbank, 
17 Glebe Road,
Kendal.
(as above) Bela
4.4.82
Kendal
4.8.82
Fine £25.. 
Costs 5;
John Raymond Bailey, 
15 Toronto Avenue, 
Fleetwood.
In possession of an 
unlicensed instrument 
with intent to use it 
for fishing.
Windermere Windermere Fine £20
4.4.82 26.8.82 Costs £1"
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
CENTRAL AREA FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
1 3 th  OCTOBER, 1982
and
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
8 th  NOVEMBER 1982
RIVER LUNE -  ANNUAL CLOSE SEASON AND WEEKLY CLOSE TIME 
FOR NETTING SALMON, AND NET LICENCE DUTIES FOR SALMON
The S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  N o rth  W est Salmon N e tsm e n 's  A s s o c ia t io n  w ro te  t o  th e  
A u th o r i ty  on 22nd J u ly  1982 s e e k in g  an im m ed ia te  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  n e t t i n g  
s e a s o n  t o  3 0 th  S ep tem b er in  p l a c e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e r m in a t io n  d a te  o f  3 1 s t  
A ugust. In  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t  he  r e f e r r e d  t o  ’ th e  s e a s o n a l  l a t e n e s s  o f  
th e  salm on r u n s ' w hich  h a d  b e e n  e v id e n t  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  
B r i t i s h  I s l e s  w h ic h , h e  c la im e d , was c a u s in g  r e a l  h a r d s h ip  t o  h i s  m em bers.
He c o p ie d  h i s  l e t t e r  to  'P a r l i a m e n t ,  th e  F i s h e r i e s  O r g a n is a t io n  S o c ie ty  
and th e  M e d ia '.  He w en t on to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  an e x te n s io n  o f  th e  n e t t i n g  
s e a s o n  w ould  b e  u n l i k e l y  t o  b e  d e t r im e n ta l  t o  th e  b r e e d in g  s to c k  w h ich  he 
c o n s id e re d  m ig h t b e  a t  ' a  d a n g e ro u s ly  h ig h  l e v e l ' ,  so  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  
c ro p p in g  m ig h t b e  b e n e f i c i a l  to  s to c k s .
He f u r t h e r  r e q u e s te d  t h a t ,  i n  v iew  o f  th e  low p r i c e  b e in g  r e c e iv e d  b y  n e t s ­
men f o r  salm on w h ic h , he  c la im e d , h a d  f a l l e n  t o  th e  l e v e l  p r e v a i l i n g  in  
1977, th e  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u ty  s h o u ld  b e  r e d u c e d , and  t h a t  th e  fo rm e r  w eek ly  
c lo s e  tim e  o f  6 .0 0  a .m . S a tu rd a y  t o  6 .0 0  a .m . Monday s h o u ld  b e  r e s t o r e d .
T h is  w ou ld  r e p l a c e  th e  p r e s e n t  p e r i o d  o f  9 .0 0  p .m . F r id a y  ( o r  7 .0 0  a .m .
F r id a y  on one w eekend p e r  m onth) t o  6 .0 0  a .m . Monday w hich  i s  p r o v id e d  f o r  
u n d e r  th e  te m p o ra ry  b y e law s now in  f o r c e  on th e  L u n e .
In  r e p ly in g  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  a n n u a l c lo s e  
s e a s o n s  and w eek ly  c lo s e  tim e s  w ere  r e g u l a te d  by  b y e la w , w h ile  changes in  
l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  r e q u i r e d  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  a n d , i f  t h e r e  w ere 
any o b j e c t i o n s ,  o f  th e  M in is t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and  Food a l s o .
In  c o n se q u e n c e , no  r a p id  changes w ere  p o s s ib l e  in  r e l a t i o n  to  any o f  th e s e  
m a t t e r s .  He i n d i c a t e d ,  h o w ev er, t h a t  th e  p o in t s  r a i s e d  i n  th e  S e c r e t a r y 's  
l e t t e r  c o u ld  b e  b r o u g h t  up f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  a t  th e  n e x t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  
C e n t r a l  A rea  and  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittees on 1 3 th  O c to b e r  and  8 th  
November r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  b u t  h e  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  much more s u p p o r t in g  
e v id e n c e  w ou ld  b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  su ch  s ta te m e n ts  a s  th o s e  r e l a t i n g  to  b r e e d ­
in g  s t o c k 's  'b e in g  a t  a  d a n g e ro u s ly  h ig h  l e v e l '  an d  salm on p r i c e s  b e in g  ' a t  
1977 l e v e l ' ,  i f  th e  C om m ittee w ere  t o  b e  l i k e l y  t o  t a k e  h i s  r e q u e s t s  
s e r i o u s l y .  D e s p i te  t h i s  comment, no  f u r t h e r  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  r e c e iv e d  
from  th e  S e c r e t a r y .
W ith  th e  r a p i d  d e c l in e  o f  th e  s p r in g  ru n s  o f  salm on  in  th e  L une , p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s in c e  th e  o n s e t  o f  UDN d i s e a s e  in  1965 , th e  m ain ru n s  o f  salm on  i n t o  th e  
r i v e r  h a v e  b e e n  r e s t r i c t e d  a lm o s t  e x c lu s i v e l y  t o  g r i l s e  and  sum m er/autum n 
f i s h ,  many o f  w h ich  hav e  n o t  e n te r e d  th e  r i v e r  u n t i l  S e p te m b e r/O c to b e r . As 
a r e s u l t ,  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  some 70% o f  th e  t o t a l  r e tu r n e d  ro d  c a tc h  h a s  b een  
ta k e n  b e tw e en  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  S ep tem b er and  th e  e n d  o f  th e  s e a s o n  on 1 5 th  
O c to b e r . In  t h e  c a se  o f  th e  Lune n e t s ,  some 90% o f  t h e i r  r e tu r n e d  c a tc h  in  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  ta k e n  d u r in g  J u ly  an d  A u g u st. By c o m p a riso n , th e  
c o r re s p o n d in g  p e rc e n ta g e s  f o r  th e  y e a r s  1973 /75  i n c l u s i v e  w ere  60% and  85% 
r e s p e c t i v e l y  f o r  ro d s  a n d  n e t s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t ,  i n  th e  c a se  o f  t h e  ro d s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  an a p p r e c ia b le  i n c r e a s e  in  e m p h asis  on th e ' 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  l a t e - r u n n in g  f i s h  i n  c a tc h e s .
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5. At the Public Inquiry held in Preston in July 1979 in connection with 
proposals for a revised Net Limitation Order for the Lune estuary, the 
Inspector's concern was related primarily to the protection of the very 
small numbers of spring-running fish which might enter the river. At 
the same time, the associated temporary byelaws (which expire on 1st 
April 1983) were aimed at getting more salmon into the river, as potential 
spawning stock, throughout the season.
6. The decline of the spring run, while perhaps accelerated by increased 
cropping of the associated stocks on the high seas and elsewhere, must 
be regarded as a natural trend which has been recorded previously and 
which, in the absence of further drastic developments in high-seas 
fisheries, is likely progressively to reverse itself over a period of 
years. The immediate question for consideration, however, is whether, 
in view of the prevalence of late-running fish in the river, there could 
be any justification for adjustment of the fishing seasons for both nets 
and rods to take account of this situation. If regulatory machinery were 
sufficiently flexible (which it is not) to permit of rapid, locally- 
authorised changes in close seasons and weekly close times, there might 
be scope for experimental changes of this kind which could be swiftly 
cancelled if they were considered to be proving damaging to the stocks
in practice. Such arrangements exist in Canada. As things stand, 
however, any adjustments could only be made by byelaw, and these could 
take a long time to bring in - and as long to rescind, if this should be 
found necessary.
7. Against such possible changes is the fact that the Authority has only 
quite recently (1980) adopted the policy of further restricting netting 
on the Lune estuary under the new Net Limitation Order, and cutting back 
the permitted fishing periods for nets and rods alike, under the temporary 
byelaws, notably at what is currently the most productive stage of the 
fishing season. At the Annual General Meeting of the Lune and Wyre 
Fisheries Association on 7th July, the view was expressed by the netsmen's 
representative that the 3-year period during which the temporary byelaws 
had been in force was too short a time in which to assess their 
conservation value for the fisheries, and he urged that the Authority 
should seek to renew them for a further period of 3 years. In view of the 
unavoidable delay in repairing and modifying the fish counter installation 
at Forge Weir near Halton, this appears to be a sensible proposal.
8. In relation to the suggestion about reduction of netting licence duties on 
account of the fall in the market value of salmon, this latter contention 
was taken up with the Chief Inspector of the Worshipful Company of Fish­
mongers at Fishmongers' Hall. He confirmed that there had indeed been a 
decline in the price of salmon and that it was almost entirely due to the 
increased numbers of farmed salmon now coming on to the market. It seems 
possible, therefore, that the decline in the market value of salmon may 
continue as production of farmed fish continues to increase, the forecast 
being that output of farmed fish is likely within a few years, to exceed 
the catch of wild fish. Licence duties are based on the cost of Authority 
services and have never been related, so far as is known, to the market 
value of salmon. Despite the reduction in market values there seems no 
sound reason for consideration that duties should be levied on such a basis.
9. There is, at present, no evidence whatever that spawning stocks of salmon in 
the Lune are at a  dangerously high level' - whatever that may mean. It is 
only within the past two or three years that any numbers of salmon have begun 
once again to utilise the spawning areas upstream of Tebay. Even if the 
numbers in that area were such that appreciable overcutting of redds were
to occur, it would not be difficult to regulate the numbers by removal of 
fish in that area, or by increasing the take for stripping at Broadraine
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trap. In any case, an excess of spawning fish is considerably easier to 
cope with than a dearth. It is quite true that considerable numbers of 
salmon currently spawn in the lower reaches of the Lune, and that few, 
if any, juveniles appear to result, but this must be considered wasteful 
rather than dangerous.
10. Overall, the officers consider that there are no sound grounds for
reconsideration, and possibly reassessment, of net licence duties in 
relation to the market value of salmon, and there can be no reasonable 
grounds for departing from the conservation policy which is at present 
being implemented on the Lune by means of an extended annual close season 
and weekly close time. -
